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INTRODUCTION 

This paper is designed to give quick access to current 
information on major elements of paid vacation and holiday provi- 
sions in Ontario collective agreements. This is the second 
report in the Bargaining Information Series to cover these sub- 
jects; the first study was published in February 1975. 

Detailed tables on the main provisions, broken down 
by industry, have been prepared to provide information that will 
be useful in bargaining situations. For quick reference, the 
tables are preceded by a summary of their contents. 

The information presented was drawn from an analysis 
of all Ontario collective agreements covering bargaining units 
of 200 or more employees working in industries other than con- 
struction. As of July 1975, when the analysis was prepared, 
there were 870 such agreements, covering 748, 481 employees, on 
file with the Collective Agreements Library of the Ministry of 
Labour. 

The report was prepared by Beth Kendall Jess and 


Diana Chung. For further information, please call 965-6886. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/61120610720 


PAID VACATIONS 


Maximum Amount of Paid Vacation (Table 1) 


An analysis of 870 agreements shows that 856 (98 per 
cent), covering 99 per cent of the employees, have provisions 
for paid vacations. The agreements with no provision are in the 
shipping and entertainment industries where the employees gener- 
ally receive pay in lieu of vacation. 


Five weeks is the most common maximum amount of paid 
vacation and is provided in 45 per cent of the 856 agreements 
for 59 per cent of the employees they cover. 


Industries where the employees generally receive fewer 
than 5 weeks maximum vacation are textile, clothing, transporta- 
tion equipment, health and welfare, communications and personal 
services. Employees who receive more than 5 weeks vacation are 
in the rubber, paper and - for the first time - forestry and 
transportation industries. 

a 

Seven agreements provide for an increase during the 
term of the agreements from 4 to 5 weeks maximum amount of 
vacation. 


In the previous report on paid vacani oneee 838 agree- 
ments were analysed of which 823 (98 per cent) had provisions 
for paid vacations. The most significant change that has taken 
place over the past six months was an increase in the number of 
agreements providing a maximum of 6 weeks vacation, up from 87 
in January (11 per cent of the agreements with vacation provi- 
sions) to 120 in July (14 per cent). This increase is almost 
wholly due to a growth in the number of such provisions in non- 
manufacturing agreements (from 5 per cent to 11 per cent), 
especially in transportation and forestry where the 6-week provi- 
sion appears largely for the first time. 


Vacation Schedule (Tables 2 to 6) 


The following tabulation shows the percentages of 
the agreements analysed with provisions for two to six weeks of 
paid vacation as of January and July 1975. 


* "Paid Vacations and Paid Holidays in Ontario Collective 
Agreements, January 1975'', Research Branch, Ontario Ministry 
of Labour, February 1975, Bargaining Information Series, No.2 


Prevalence of Weeks of Paid Vacation 


Per Cent of Per Cent of 
Total Contracts Total Employees 
Janel Pa Besary a1 75 Jarweiovow uly 1975 
Two weeks 96 97 96 97 
Three weeks 96 97 90 92 
Four weeks 88 89 87 89 
Five weeks 56 59 68 72 
Six weeks 4 EXT; 15 10 13 


The most common service requirements for these vaca- 
tion periods are shown in the following tabulation. 


The Most Common Service Requirement 
for Prevalent Vacation Allowances 


Per Cent of Per Cent of 
Contracts With Employees 
Provision Covered 
1975 1975 
Jan. July Jan. July 
2 weeks after 1 year 69 71 7. 67 
3 weeks after 5 years 34 36 a5 ys 
4 weeks after 15 years 42 43 49 54 
5 weeks after 25 years 42 38 36 39 
6 weeks after 30 years 46 38 58 41 


Full details of vacation levels and service require- 
ments are given in Tables 2-6. 


Changes in Vacation Schedule Over the Past Six Months 


The changes that have taken place over the last six 
months have been mostly in the non-manufacturing industries. In 
particular, the railway contracts have been amended from 6 years' 
to 4 years' service for 3 weeks vacation, from 16 years' to 14 
years' for 4 weeks vacation, from 25 to 24 years' for 5 weeks 
vacation and a new provision for 6 weeks vacation after 29 years 
was introduced. 


Three Weeks Vacation: 


There has been a shift from 3 weeks vacation after 


6-9 years' service to 3 weeks after fewer than 5 years' service 
(38 per cent in January, 47 per cent in July) in non-manufacturing 
industries, especially in transportation and health and welfare. 
The proportion of manufacturing agreements providing 3 weeks 

after 5 years' service increased (33 per cent in January and 40 
per cent in July) especially in the metal fabricating and elec- 
trical products industries. 


Four Weeks Vacation: 


There has been an increase in the proportion of agree- 
ments providing 4 weeks vacation after 11-14 years’ service (13 
per cent in January, 18 per cent in July), mainly in transporta- 
tion and education. The percentage of employees eligible for 
4 weeks vacation after 15 years’ service increased from 49 per 
cent to 54 per cent of the employees covered by contracts with 
provisions for 4 weeks vacation. This increase is due mainly to 
the inclusion in this category for the first time of 4 provincial 
and 5 federal administration contracts covering 67,277 employees 
(10 per cent of the employees covered by contracts with 4-week 
vacation provisions). 


Five Weeks Vacation: 


Service requirements for five weeks vacation have 
tended to decrease from 25 years to 21-24 years, especially in 
transportation and education, and from 30 years downward in 
federal administration. 


Six Weeks Vacation: 


The proportion of agreements providing 6 weeks vaca- 
tion after 30 years' service has declined from 46 per cent to 
38 per cent of those agreements with a 6-week provision. This 
is due to the addition for the first time of 14 railway agree- 
ments providing 6 weeks after 29 years' service and of 9 forestry 
contracts where the vacation schedule is based on days, rather 
than years, of service. These 23 new agreements cover 30 per 
cent of the employees covered by a 6-week vacation provision. 


Changes During the Term of the Agreement in Vacation Provisions 


A number of agreements change their vacation provisions 
during the term of the contract. One form of change is to intro- 
duce a new provision; for example, a provision for six weeks 
vacation where previously the maximum amount of vacation was five 
weeks. Other changes reduce the service requirement to be eligi- 
ble for specific vacation allowances. These changes are 
described below. 


Three Weeks Vacation: 


Thirty-one agreements provide for changes during the 
term of the agreements, reducing the service requirement to be 
eligible for 3 weeks vacation as shown in the following tabula- 
tion. As in January, the most frequent change found here, in Nae 
of the agreements, is to 5 years' service. 


Changes During the Term of the 
Agreement in Service Requirement 
for Three Weeks Vacation 


Service in Years Service in Years 
Reduced Reduced Number of Reduced Reduced Number of 
From Kite: Agreements From To Agreements 
2 if ut i, 6 4 
3 Zz a 8 6 3 
5 4 4 8 iy 4 
6 5 8 ) 9 8 a! 
u 5 1p ja lal 10 8 1 
8 2 Ze) 10 9 1 


Four Weeks Vacation: 


Twenty-six agreements provide for changes during the 
term of the agreements, reducing the service requirement to be 
eligible for 4 weeks vacation as shown in the following 
tabulation. 


Changes During the Term of the 
Agreement in Service Requirement 
for Four Weeks Vacation 


Service in Years Service in Years 
Reduced Reduced Number of Reduced Reduced Number of 
From To Agreements From To Agreements 
Tah 10 il 16 15 3 
1-2 10 1 17 PS uf 
12 11 2 i, 16 ah 
13 12 iE 18 16 2 
15 12 3 18 17 1 
14 13 Z 26 17 a 
15 T 3 19 18 1 
25 14 2 20 18 1 


Five Weeks Vacation: 


Nineteen agreements provide for changes during the 
term of the agreement. Seven of these agreements introduce a 
new 5-week provision, all after 25 years' service. The other 
12 agreements reduce the service requirement to be eligible for 
5 weeks vacation, as shown in the following tabulation. 


Changes During the Term of the 
Agreement in Service Requirement 
for Five Weeks Vacation 


Service in Years Service in Years 
Reduced Reduced Number of Reduced Reduced Number of 
From To Agreements From To Agreements 
19 ayy 2 24 22 1 
21 20 al 25 25 2 
LE 20 il 25 24 1 
26 20 ii 30 oe 1 
23 22 ai 29 28 ui 


Six Weeks Vacation: 


Two agreements reduce the service requirement from 
29 to 27 years' service. 
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PAID HOLIDAYS 


Number of Paid Holidays (Table 7) 


An analysis of 870 agreements shows that 857 (96 per 
cent) covering 98 per cent of the employees provide for a given 
number of paid holidays per year. The agreements with no provi- 
sion are mostly in the entertainment industry. 


The following tabulation lists the different provi- 
sions relating to the number of paid holidays. For the sake of 
conciseness, some of these provisions are combined in Table 7 in 
which the number of holidays is given by industry groups. 


Number of Paid Holidays 


NO wnt No. of 

Agreements Employees 

HI uy 800 
8 12 9,236 
8 and one-half day 2 Lee 
8 and two-half days z 638 
a 91 59.613 
9 and one-half day 3 1,602 
9 and two-half days 42 16,760 
10 253 180,948 
10 and one-half day 5 1,002 
10 and two-half days 18 NES IA AOS) 
it 266 309,748 
11 and one-half day 6 2,239 
11 and two-half days a 5,006 
i 66 90,503 
12 and one-half day 2 618 
13 23 ee) 
13 and one-half day 1 206 
13 and two-half days af 818 
14 6 4,836 
15 6 39,140 
16 1 314 
Varies with employees covered 6 L092 
Changes during agreement 23 31,654 
Other 9 5,946 
Total with Provision 857 735,949 


th 


As the tabulation shows, the most common provisions 
are: 


a) 10 full days in 30 per cent of the 857 agreements 
with a provision, covering 25 per cent of the 
employees; 

b) 11 full days in 31 per cent of the agreements, 
covering 42 per cent of the employees. 


Industries where a substantial number of contracts 
provide fewer than 10 holidays are food and beverage, knitting 
mills, clothing, leather, printing and publishing, primary metal, 
mining and quarrying. Employees who receive more than 11 holi- 
days are in tobacco, transportation equipment, paper industries 
and forestry. 


In the previous report on paid Rolidercee 838 agree- 
ments were analysed of which 825 (98 per cent) had a provision 
for paid holidays. The most significant change that has taken 
place over the past 6 months was an increase in the number of 
agreements providing 11 or more statutory holidays and a corre- 
sponding decrease in the number providing fewer than 10. 


Per Cent of Contracts with 


Provision for Paid Holidays 


January 1975 July 1975 


Fewer than 10 days 22 18 
10 full days 29 30 
11 full days 28 ak 
11% or more days 11 15 


In twenty-three agreements, there are changes during 
the term of the agreement in the number of holidays provided. 
In 14 of these agreements, the number of paid holidays increases 
as shown in the following tabulation. 


ee 


* "Paid Vacations and Paid Holidays in Ontario Collective 
Agreements, January 1975", Research Branch, Ontario Ministry 
of Labour, February 1975, Bargaining Information Series, 

NOiv 2. 


e355 


Changes During the Term of the Agreement 


in the Number of Paid Holidays 
Number of Holidays, in Days 


Number of 


Increased From Increased To Agreements 

9 10 2 
10 aS b 2 

1045 11 1 

{yi i 1 

dh a3 1 
A IY 13 ik 
3 eS: un 
14 ie 2 


The remaining 9 agreements that provide for changes during the 
term of the agreement give paid days off during the Christmas 
shutdown and the number of days off varies with each year depend- 
ing on which day of the week Christmas falls. 


Pay for Work on Paid Holidays (Table 8) 


Eight hundred and fifty one (98 per cent) of the 
agreements covering 9/7 per cent of the employees have a provi- 
sion for pay for work on a paid holiday. These percentages 
have not changed since January. 


Three formulae are most commonly used to determine 
the amount of pay for work performed on holidays: 


a) holiday pay plus either pay for the time worked 
or paid time off (71 per cent of those with a 
provision) ; 

b) paid day off plus pay for the time worked; 

c) choice of holiday pay or paid day off plus pay 
for the time worked. 


The first formula is found in all industries; the other two are 
found chiefly in health and welfare, personal services and 
local administration. 


As in January, the most prevalent forms of payment 
for holidays worked are: holiday pay plus time-and-one-half for 
the time worked (34 per cent of the 851 agreements, covering 27 
per cent of the employees); and holiday pay plus double time for 
the time worked (32 per cent of the agreements, covering 31 per 
cent of the employees). 
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Work Requirement for Holiday Pay 


As in January, eighty-three per cent of the agree- 
ments analyzed require the employee to be at work on specified 
days to be eligible for holiday pay. Of the /26 agreements 
with this provision, 78 per cent, covering 73 per cent of the 
employees, require the employee to be at work the day before 
and the day after the holiday. 


Work Requirement for Holiday Pay 


Number Number 
of of 


Agreements Employees 


Employee must work: 


- the day before and after the 


holiday 564 399,715 
- either the day before or after 

the holiday iy? 9,047 
- the day before the holiday 4 Ne yeu & 


- some time during the holiday 
week, payroll period or other 


specified period $y 5 yr te 

- combinations of above 93 82,720 
Other 1 466 
Total with provision 726 548, 862 


Service Requirement for Holiday Pay 


As in January, fifty per cent of the agreements ana- 
lyzed provide for a minimum service requirement before the 
employee is eligible for holiday pay. Of the 435 agreements 
with this provision, 21 per cent require 30 or fewer calendar 
days and 17 per cent require 31 to 60 working days service, to 
be eligible for holiday pay. 


C39 2 


Service Requirement for Holiday Pay 


Minimum Service Requirement 


Specified in Calendar Days 


30 or fewer days 
31 to 60 days 
61 to 90 days 


Minimum Service Requirement 


Specified in Working Days 


30 or fewer days 
31 to 60 days 
61 to 90 days 


Minimum Service Requirement 


Specified in Weeks 


Minimum Service Requirement 


Specified in Months 


1 month 
2 months 
3 months 
More than 3 months 
Minimum Service not specified 


Other 


Total with provision 


Number 
of 


Agreements 


435 


Number 
of 


Employees 


80,284 
917 
39,467 


26,189 
23,907 
29,145 


3,447 


16,400 
5,945 
175672 
35250 
Sethe 


51,611 


307,072 
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